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articulate through his dissent from average notions about the
pioneer. His earliest motives seem to have been personal
During a youth which saw him borne steadily westward, from
his Wisconsin birthplace to windy Iowa and then to bleak
Dakota, his own instincts clashed with those of his migratory
father as the instincts of many a sensitive, unremembered
youth must have clased with the dumb, fierce urges of the
leaders of migration everywhere. The younger Garland hun-
gered on the frontier for beauty and learning and leisure; the
impulse which eventually detached him from Dakota and sent
him on a reverent pilgrimage to Boston was the very impulse
which, on another scale, had lately detached Henry James
from his native country and had sent him to the home of his
forefathers in the British Isles,

Garland could neither feel so free nor fly so far from home
as James. He had, in the midst of his raptures and his successes
in New England, still to remember the plight of the family
he had left behind him on the lonely prairie; he cherished a
patriotism for his province which went a long way toward
restoring him to it in time. Sentimental and romantic con-
siderations, however, did not influence him altogether in his
first important work. He had been kindled by Howells in
Boston to a passion for realism which carried him beyond
the suave accuracy of his master to a somber veracity. This
veracity was more than somber; it was a polemic. Garland
desired to tell the unheeded truth about the frontier farmers
and their wives in language which might do something to lift
the desperate burdens of their condition, Consequently his
passions and his doctrines joined hands to fix the direction of
his art; he both hated the frontier and hinted at definite
remedies which he thought would make it more endurable.

The romancers had studied the progress of the frontier
in the lives of its victors; Garland studied it in the lives of
its victims: the private soldier returning drably and mutely
from the war to resume his drab, mute career behind the
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